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Chair's Message

The Big Canada Reset – A Time for Leadership
and Vision

Hello friends,

Canada stands at a defining moment in its history. After years of economic
stagnation, social fragmentation, and declining global credibility, we have
the opportunity to reset our nation’s course. With Mark Carney now serving
as Prime Minister, Canada enters a new era of economic pragmatism and
global leadership. Carney is not a career politician; he is a globally renowned
economist and former Governor of both the Bank of Canada and the Bank of
England, with a proven track record of navigating financial crises and
implementing economic strategies at a macro level. His leadership signals a
departure from divisive politics and short-term electoral manoeuvring,
ushering in policy-driven governance that prioritizes national interest above

https://www.facebook.com/CanadaIndiaFoundation/
https://twitter.com/Cif_Official1
https://www.instagram.com/cif_official1/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/cif/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCqd6MtO9F1ZuVMHESZ1VbFg?view_as=subscriber
mailto:golf@canadaindiafoundation.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OWE9tBTOwrg
https://isha.sadhguru.org/ca/en/inner-engineering#gad_source_1
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&nav=8b537d43-7a01-45ec-bfaf-6e47c21ebdca


all.

For too long, ideological posturing and identity politics have compromised
Canada’s trade, economic growth, strategic leadership and international
partnerships. One of the most significant casualties has been the promising
Canada-India economic engagement, which fell victim to political
miscalculations, depriving Canadian businesses and workers of valuable
opportunities. The focus must now shift to restoring economic confidence,
rebuilding strategic trade relationships, and ensuring that Canada remains a
competitive force on the global stage.

As we approach the next federal election, this is no longer just a contest
between political parties—it is a contest for Canada’s future. Canadians will
not be swayed by rhetoric or campaign slogans; they will demand real
leadership, viable solutions, and an unwavering commitment to putting
Canada first. Both the parties must recognize that political expediency at the
cost of economic opportunity will no longer be tolerated.

Pierre Poilievre initially presented himself as a leader who would restore
economic stability and move away from the broken politics of the past.
However, in recent months, he has fallen into the same trap that plagued
Justin Trudeau. Instead of focusing on economic revival, trade promotion,
and national unity, Poilievre has allowed identity politics and short-term
appeasement tactics to creep into his platform, diverting attention from the
real issues that matter to Canadians. If he truly wants to lead Canada, he
must understand that populism without substance is insufficient. Canadians
are looking for a credible alternative, not another cycle of politicking that
leaves Canada adrift. The Conservative Party must prove it is ready to
govern with responsibility, discipline, and a vision that extends beyond
election day. Read more)

Events

CIF Marks IWD 2025 with Calls to Accelerate Action
for Gender Equality

Toronto, March 6, 2024: Canada India Foundation continued its initiative to
bring women’s equality to the forefront of the community celebrating and
marking the International Women’s Day held at the Holiday Inn Toronto on
March 6, 2025. Officially recognized by the United Nations in 1977,
International Women's Day that falls on March 8 each year first emerged
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from the activities of labour movements at the turn of the twentieth century
in North America and across Europe. Today, it has become a symbol and
opportunity to support and acknowledge women across the world.

In its fifth year, the CIF celebration attracted a number of high achievers
from the Indo Canadian community who participated in the panel
discussions based around the theme Accelerate Action for Gender Equality.
Welcoming the guests, Ritesh Malik, Chair, CIF, noted, “This gathering of so
many accomplished and committed women here today is a clear sign of how
serious the issue is for the community. For us it is truly encouraging to see
this event grow in strength. The presence of so many committed and
accomplished women here is a testament to how important this cause is for
the community.”  (Read more)

Click here for more photos

ICICI Bank Hosts Meet and Greet Event

ICICI Bank Canada hosted a meet and greet opportunity for the members of
Canada India Foundation on March 7, 2025, at their headquarters situated
on Bay Street. The event was attended by senior staff from the bank
including its President and CEO, Vikash Sharma and Himadar Maddipatla,
Business Head. CIF members expressed their appreciation for the bank’s
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initiatives to support the Indo Canadian businesses and community over the
years.

Upcoming Events



HEADLINES

India Asks US to Curb Secessionist Activities
Directed Against the Country

During the interactions between the
recently appointed Director of National
Intelligence of the US, Tulsi Gabbard,
and Indian officials during her recent
visit, the question of secessionist
activities directed against India from the



US was raised. India is reported to have
strongly insisted on action to curb such
unfriendly and potentially dangerous
groups from being given any form of
official patronage or support. India was
among the first nations Gabbard visited
following her meeting with Prime
Minister Modi during his visit to the
White House in February 2025. (Read
more.)

Anita Anand, Kamal Khera in Carney Cabinet

Prime Minister Mark Carney has included two talented women of Indian
origin in his cabinet of 25 ministers down from 39 under Trudeau. Kamal
Khera who was earlier Minister of Diversity, Inclusion and People with
Disabilities will now assume the role of Minister of Health. Anita Anand who
has held several senior positions in Trudeau cabinet has been entrusted with
the Ministry of Innovation, Science, and Economic Development. (Read
more.)

India Is Our Biggest Investment Market –
Blackstone CEO

Blackstone, one the world’s largest private equity firms with $1 trillion under
management is betting big on India. Ever since its entry into India in 2005,
Blackstone’s India exposure has grown to $50 billion, with the firm
controlling major segments of real estate, healthcare and technology. CEO &
Co-founder, Steve Schwarzman, during a recent interaction with Indian
media, called India Blackstone’s “the biggest investment market”. 
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Musk’s Starlink to Enter Indian Market

India’s telecom industry, already
among the world’s largest, is about to
get even bigger and more expansive.
The nation’s two leading service
providers, Airtel and Jio, recently
signed agreements with Elon Musk to
bring Starlink services to India’s
remote regions. The tie-ups have
surprised many industry observers as both companies had earlier opposed
Starlink entry into India. (Read more.)

India’s Second Spaceport Coming Up in Tamil Nadu

India is building a second space launch
station in the Southern coastal town of
Kulasekarapattinam in Tamil Nadu
state. The new spaceport is said to
enhance the capability and reduce
costs of launching smaller satellites
that generates considerable revenue for
ISRO. (Read more.)

Ayurveda Garden in Mauritius
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During Indian Prime Minister, Narendra Modi’s recent visit to Mauritius, he
was taken around an Ayurveda Garden, developed within the state
administrative block, jointly by India and Mauritius. As part of his visit, PM
Modi also presented OCI (Overseas Citizen of India) Cards to President
Dharambeer Gokhool and First Lady Brinda Gokhool. (Read more.)

Popular Diabetes Drug to Cost 90% Less in India

A popular diabetes drug sold in the West
will become 90% cheaper in India now that
its patent protection has run out. The
imminent release of the generic
compound, Empagliflozin, sold under the
brand name Jardiance, will be a game
changer in India’s fight against diabetes by
drastically reducing cost to patients. Over
100 million people are estimated to suffer

from diabetes in India. (Read more.)

US Favours a ‘Grand Macro Trade Agreement’ with
India

US Commerce Secretary, Howard Lutnick, during a recent visit to India, to
discuss bilateral trade, pushed the idea of a ‘grand macro’ trade relationship
between the two countries, saying ““Because India is so gigantic, and the US
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is so gigantic, the right way to do it (trade pact) is a macro, and that’s why
we think we can get it done. The US is interested in doing a macro, large-
scale, broad-based trade agreement with India that takes everything into
account.” (Read more.)

‘India, Not China, the Centre of Ancient World
Trade’

William Dalrymple, a historian
specializing on India, and author of
several books, has proposed a
revolutionary theory that puts India at the
Centre of the ancient world trade,
popularly known as silk route, and not
China. He argues that most international
trade occurred through sea routes and

not the silk route, making India the central point with multiple active ports
along its Western and Eastern coasts. (Read more.)
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CIF Member in News

Norton Kothari Honoured with Coronation Medal

Norton Kothari was honoured with
King Charles III Coronation Medal on
March 18, 2025. The Canada India
Foundation proudly acknowledges
and congratulates Mr. Navaratna
(Norton) Kothari, an esteemed
entrepreneur and philanthropist, on
being awarded the Coronation Medal



The citation reads: "By Command of
The King, the Coronation Medal is
hereby conferred upon you in
commemoration of His Majesty’s
Coronation as King of Canada and in
recognition of your invaluable
contributions to your country."

Mr. Kothari has been actively involved
in various real estate projects in
Assam, West Bengal, and New Delhi
since 1974 until he immigrated to
Canada in 1988. He was also engaged
in global commodities trade, with
offices in Singapore, Hong Kong, and
Myanmar. 

Since 1996, he has successfully
developed and managed Canadian
real estate under the 'Kothari Group'

of companies, where Mr. Kothari serves as Chairperson.

Community Event



CIF Urges Community Members to Donate Blood

Canada India Foundation continued its efforts to help create awareness in
the community to donate to the Canadian Blood Services. Blood is always a
critical element in healthcare with the power to save lives. CIF is
encouraging members of the Indo Canadian community to be proactive and
help in this crucial program. 

Click here to join today

https://myaccount.blood.ca/en/join-team/CANA0113031


Annual Sponsors



We sincerely appreciate any comments, feedback and suggestions from our

readers and supporters. Please write to us at

info@canadaindiafoundation.com

Contact Us

Ritesh Malik
Chair

ritesh@riteshmalik.com

Sunita Vyas
National Convener

sunita@aolmississauga.com

Chetan Handa
Co-convener

chetanhnd@gmail.com
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