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Chair's Message

April 28. A Vote that Can Change Canada. For
Better or Worse.

Hello friends,

Seldom in Canada’s history has an election been as critical as the one before
us today. This moment will not only define the future of our nation—it will
also shape how the world perceives and engages with Brand Canada. Our
global reputation has suffered in recent years, largely due to political
ineptitude and decisions that neglected core Canadian national interests. We
have reached a point where a political reset is not just necessary—it is
urgent. It is time to re-centre our national priorities around leadership,
stability, and a sincere commitment to Canada's future.

We face an uncertain economic future at this moment. All the past
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calculations are at risk and up for re-evaluation. The priorities that we set for
Canada might have to be revisited. We, the people, need merit and talent to
come back to play the most crucial roles to make our economy resilient and
growth oriented. Politics, if it does not work for the income and financial
stability of average families, is failed politics. Even before the tariff threats
and the subsequent upheavals, Canada was experiencing a whirlwind of
problems, most of them on the economic front. We need to jettison the
paradigms of the past and bring in a new set of leaders, open to ideas, less
obsessed with identity politics to stay in power, and make Canada
competitive and prosperous.

My first and most important request to every member of our community is
this - GO VOTE. Make your voice count. This is your opportunity to say who
and what you support—and equally, who and what you do not. In a
democracy, your vote is your voice. It is the most powerful tool we have to
shape the course of our country. And at this moment in our national life, the
stakes could not be higher.

What we are witnessing in today’s political environment in Canada reminds
me of pre-2014 India—when elections were dominated by freebies,
appeasement, and identity-based divisions. While not perfect, the Modi era
marked a shift toward development and national interest. Leadership
should be about vision and values and robust execution to achieve them —
not optics. Canada needs sincere, unifying, and principled leaders now more
than ever.

Small groups of motivated people, with extreme agendas whose objectives lie
outside of Canada, have played outsize roles in our politics. While we need
to guard against ‘foreign interference’ zealously, we need to be even more
vigilant about this ‘internal interference’. These are elements who have
proven that they could threaten Canada’s internal security and our
relationships with key allies—particularly India.

​Former Prime Minister Trudeau severely damaged Canada–India relations
by his reckless actions. India, a rising economic superpower, and a friendly
country with millions of its sons and daughters resident here, should be
viewed as an ally and fellow traveler. Instead, he chose to put India on his
crosshairs and helped create avoidable schisms within Canadian polity.
Economic mismanagement, rising crime, thoughtless immigration policies,
housing shortage, and a real affordability crisis are all a part of his legacy
that Canadians live through every day. The Liberals have rebranded ahead
of another election under Prime Minister, Marc Carney —but have they truly
earned the trust to govern again?. (Read more)

Event

Canada India Foundation Has a New Home
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Toronto, April 14, 2025: Canada India Foundation announced the opening
of an exclusive workspace recently to meet the growing needs of the
organization and the community. The office inauguration was held on April
13, 2025, in the presence of a large number of members, supporters, and
dignitaries who congratulated CIF. Many expressed their admiration for the
décor and facilities offered in the new environment. Speaking at the
occasion, Ritesh Malik, Chair, CIF, noted: “This has been a dream for CIF
members for many years. I am thrilled and humbled that it is happening
now. The fact that it finally is a reality gives us all a lot more energy to keep
pushing even harder to reach our goals early. We also must recognize that
we have been able to do this thanks to the consistent and generous support
and resources dedicated to CIF by our members beginning 2007.”

The office was officially thrown open after the ribbon was cut by Dr. Lucky
Lakshmanan, OC, and Mr. Norton Kothari, veteran CIF members, following
a puja conducted by the Pundit Ji from Sringeri temple in Toronto as per the
Vedic rituals.  (Read more)

Click here for more photos

CIF Welcome New Members

Arun Goel

Arun Goel, President & CEO, Stone Arch
Canada Inc
 
Arun Goel is the President & CEO of Stone
Arch Canada Inc, a leading importer and
wholesaler of premium natural stones, with a
strong reputation in the Canadian landscaping
and building materials industry. An
accomplished architect by training, Arun
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graduated as a Gold Medalist from
Chandigarh College of Architecture in 1987.
He led a successful architectural practice in
New Delhi from 1987 until 2001 before
immigrating to Canada to pursue new
entrepreneurial ventures. (Read more)

Sidharth Jaiswal

Sidharth Jaiswal, President, 369 Holding Inc
 
Sidharth Jaiswal is a fourth-generation business
owner with over 35 years of experience. He has a
proven track record of sustaining and expanding a
family-owned business through innovation,
strategic planning, and effective leadership.
Sidharth adeptly combines traditional values with
modern business practices to ensure ongoing
success.
 
Currently, Sidharth oversees diverse interests

including real estate development, international trade, and mortgage
financing across India, UAE, and Canada. His achievements have been
recognized with industry awards for business excellence. (Read more)

Upcoming Events
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HEADLINES

India Joins Elite Group with Its Own Laser-directed
Weapons System



India is among the select few countries that are in advanced stages of
developing futuristic laser-based weapons systems. India’s elite Defence
Research and Development Organization in a post on X stated that its
vehicle mounted Laser Directed Weapon (DEW) MK-II(A) destroyed the
fixed wing UAV and Swarm Drones successfully causing structural damage
and disabled their surveillance sensors. With this successful trial India has
joined the exclusive club of the Global powers that possess the high-power
Laser DEW System.  (Read more.)

US State Introduces Bill to Stop Anti-Hindu
Discrimination

The Southern US state of Georgia became
the first jurisdiction in the West to adopt
legal measures aimed at curbing anti-
Hindu discrimination and violence when it
introduced Bill 375 in the state legislature.
Senate Bill 375 addresses the unique
challenges faced by Hindu Americans and

setting a model for inclusive, faith-based civil rights protections. The bill is
expected to pass into law as it enjoys bipartisan support from both
Republican and Democratic representatives.  (Read more.)

Indian Stocks Recover from Tariff Woes

While the world’s stock markets are still in
shock over the Trump tariffs, India seems to
be riding out the rough weather
comparatively unscathed. India is also
taking measures to work with the US
administration to reach an amicable tariff
regime that suits both countries. The
friendly relationship between Prime
Minister Modi and President Trump is expected to smooth the wrinkles soon
and bring the strategic allies even closer. (Read More).
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India’s $10 Billion Order for Additional French
Fighters

India’s Defence Ministry approved a $10
billion deal with France to buy 26 Raphael
jets to be inducted into its navy. These marine
fighter jets are to be deployed aboard the INS
Vikrant, India’s first indigenously developed
aircraft carrier.  (Read more.)

Wealth Bonanza for Gold-owning Indian
Households

The gold boom is making Indian
households richer by the minute. The
dramatic increases in gold prices have
added $750 billion to the wealth of Indians
holding gold in the past year alone. Indian
households, according to one estimate, hold
almost 25,000 tons of gold, most of it as
personal jewellery. This is more than the combined holdings of the world’s
top ten central banks combined, including the US whose gold reserve is
estimated to be 8000 tons.  (Read more.)

Canada Rejected 54% of All Visitor Visa Applications
in 2024

Canada is tightening its immigration system
drastically. A total of 2.3 million applicants
were rejected worldwide last year including
students, tourists, and foreign workers —
marking its highest-ever rejection rate for
temporary resident applications. Visitor visa
category saw the biggest rejection rates with

1.95 million visitor visa applications refused in 2024, making up 54% of all
such requests. (Read more.)

India’s GDP Doubles in Ten Years

According to the IMF, India's GDP
currently stands at $4.3 trillion. It was $2.1
trillion in 2015, when Narendra Modi's first
term as prime minister was less than a year
in office. India is on the cusp of overtaking
Japan as the fourth-largest economy in the
world. Japan's GDP currently stands at $4.4
trillion, and India is poised to go past that mark by the third quarter of
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2025. . (Read more.)

Apples Growing in Rajasthan Desert?

The Thar desert in the Indian state of
Rajasthan is one of the hottest places on
earth. And yet a fruit most familiar to the cold
climes, apple, is the latest to bloom in this
hostile environment thanks to the efforts of
one family of farmers who are determined to
beat conventional wisdom.  (Read more.)

Startup Claims Successful Test of a “Flying Car”

Magnum Wings, a Hyderabad based startup
recently conducted a successful test flight of
the prototype of ‘flying car’, which is intended
for use as an air car. The vehicle is a workable
model but requires regulatory approvals
before commercial deployment. The V2
aircraft is designed to carry two passengers
with a payload capacity of 220 kg. Another version is in development that
will accommodate three people, including a pilot. (Read more.)

https://www.ndtv.com/world-news/at-4-3-trillion-indias-gdp-doubles-in-10-years-outpaces-world-with-105-rise-8010530
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/apples-from-thar-raj-farmers-cultivate-a-taste-of-himalayas/articleshow/119276846.cms
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/andhra-pradesh/flying-car-takes-off-guntur-startup-successfully-tests-pilot-less-evtol-prototype/article69372820.ece?cx_testId=78&cx_testVariant=cx_1&cx_artPos=2&cx_experienceId=EXKWL3XAQS9E&cx_experienceActionId=showRecommendationsOB64H54QYBJE104#cxrecs_s


Community Event



CIF Urges Community Members to Donate Blood

Canada India Foundation continued its efforts to help create awareness in
the community to donate to the Canadian Blood Services. Blood is always a
critical element in healthcare with the power to save lives. CIF is
encouraging members of the Indo Canadian community to be proactive and
help in this crucial program. 

Click here to join today

https://myaccount.blood.ca/en/join-team/CANA0113031


Annual Sponsors



We sincerely appreciate any comments, feedback and suggestions from our

readers and supporters. Please write to us at

info@canadaindiafoundation.com

Contact Us

Ritesh Malik
Chair

ritesh@riteshmalik.com

Sunita Vyas
National Convener

sunita@aolmississauga.com

Chetan Handa
Co-convener

chetanhnd@gmail.com

          

Canada India Foundation
5160 Explorer Drive, Unit #1

mailto:info@canadaindiafoundation.com
mailto:ritesh@riteshmalik.com
mailto:sunita@aolmississauga.com
mailto:chetanhnd@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/CanadaIndiaFoundation/
https://twitter.com/Cif_Official1
https://www.instagram.com/cif_official1/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/cif/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCqd6MtO9F1ZuVMHESZ1VbFg?view_as=subscriber


Mississauga, ON L4W 4T7 Ph: 289-291-0277
E-mail: info@canadaindiafoundation.com

www.canadaindiafoundation.com

Disclaimer: This monthly e-newsletter is produced by the Canada India Foundation (CIF), a registered not-for-profit

organisation with an aim to provide meaningful communication between its own board of governors and with a larger

audience of policy makers and industry leaders. Views expressed by writers are their own and the CIF does not

necessarily agree with them. We do not claim to provide any advice on any subject. Similarly, we are not liable for any

misrepresentation or misleading claims made by an advertiser. Content provided in this newsletter is for general

information purposes only.

Canada India Foundation | 5160 Explorer Drive Unit #1 | Mississauga, ON L4W 4T7 CA

Unsubscribe | Update Profile | Constant Contact Data Notice

http://www.canadaindiafoundation.com/
https://www.constantcontact.com/legal/customer-contact-data-notice

	Event
	CIF Welcome New Members
	Arun Goel
	Sidharth Jaiswal
	Upcoming Events
	India Joins Elite Group with Its Own Laser-directed Weapons System
	US State Introduces Bill to Stop Anti-Hindu Discrimination
	Indian Stocks Recover from Tariff Woes
	India’s $10 Billion Order for Additional French Fighters
	Wealth Bonanza for Gold-owning Indian Households
	Startup Claims Successful Test of a “Flying Car”

	Community Event
	Annual Sponsors

