CANADA INDIA
FOUNDATION

CIF E-Newsletter

Volume 18 Issue #01 January 2025

Chair's Message

CANADA INDIA e N r
FOUN ANADA INDIA {
IADA INDIA
IN ANADA
CANADA
g ND A DA INDIA ‘

A New Dawn: Strengthening Unity, Resilience, and
Prosperity in 2025

Hello friends,

Happy New Year! As we welcome 2025, I want to take a moment and share
my thoughts on the opportunities and challenges that lie ahead for us as
Canadians. I hope this message finds you and your families in good health,
and that this new year brings hope, prosperity, and the chance to make
meaningful contributions to our communities.

This past year has been one of change and transition for Canada. Political
shifts at both federal and provincial levels have sparked conversations about
the future of our nation. While debates on affordability, healthcare, and
climate action dominate headlines, this is also a time for renewal—an
opportunity for our leaders to demonstrate integrity, transparency, and a
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vision that prioritizes the well-being of all Canadians. As citizens, we share a
responsibility to remain engaged, ask the right questions, and work
collaboratively with our communities to ensure progress. Together, we have
the power to shape a future that reflects the values of fairness, inclusion, and
innovation that define us.

Economic challenges continue to impact Canadians from all walks of life.
Rising costs, housing affordability, and wage stagnation have placed strain
on families across the country. Yet, I believe strongly in the resilience of our
nation. Through bold policies, targeted investments, and collective
determination, we can overcome these hurdles. We must prioritize
empowering small businesses, expanding affordable housing, and creating
jobs in industries that will define the future—such as clean energy and
advanced technology. More importantly, we must ensure that every
Canadian feels supported, whether through tax relief, access to skills
training, or innovative infrastructure projects that unlock new
opportunities.

The return of Donald Trump to the White House introduces new
complexities to the Canada-U.S. relationship. Uncertainty around tariffs,
trade policies, and energy agreements presents challenges that require
proactive, strategic leadership. At the same time, this is a chance to reaffirm
the strength of our partnership with the United States—a relationship
rooted in shared values, geography, and economic interdependence.
Canadian leaders must advocate fiercely for fair trade practices while
seeking common ground on issues like energy security and clean technology.
Renewing and strengthening the USMCA is crucial to protecting Canadian
industries and ensuring long-term stability. This relationship is, without
doubt, the cornerstone of our international engagement, and nurturing it
thoughtfully will unlock significant benefits for our economy and
communities.

Our relationship with India remains vital, not just economically but
culturally and spiritually. On my recent visit to India, I had the privilege of
attending the Mahakumbh—an awe-inspiring gathering of over 400 million
people united in prayer and collective goodwill. The experience was a
powerful reminder of the strength that emerges when humanity comes
together with a shared purpose. This ethos of unity and mindfulness can
inspire solutions to many of the challenges we face in modern life. India’s
rapid emergence as a global economic powerhouse presents immense
opportunities for collaboration. By rebuilding trust and fostering deeper
partnerships in trade, technology, and education, Canada and India can
create a framework for mutual growth and prosperity. These efforts must be
driven by sincerity and a shared vision for progress.(Read more)

A Great Community Champion Passes Away
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Ajit H. Someshwar (1955-2025)

Ajit H. Someshwar, (CIF Past Chair) a successful Indo Canadian
entrepreneur and popular community leader, passed away on January 12,
2025, during a holiday in India. The members and leadership team at
Canada India Foundation are deeply saddened by his untimely demise. The
Canada India Foundation is deeply grateful to Someshwar who was a
visionary and a founding member of the organization that took up the task
of building and maintaining a strong bilateral bridge between Canada and
India. Since 2007 when CIF was born, he had been a constant source of
inspiration, ever willing to share his views and insights that have helped
guide CIF in the right direction.

At the time of his death, he was President & CEO of CSI Group and a special
appointee of the Government of Canada to the Board of the Export
Development Canada. Prior to this, during the 2008-2009 global recession,
Canadian finance minister Late Jim Flaherty appointed Someshwar to an
advisory panel along with business leaders like Mike Lazaridis, Paul
Demarais and Geoff Beattie to advise him on the federal budget and the
economy.

Someshwar was born in Mumbai. He earned a degree in Commerce and
Economics from the University of Bombay. He also held a Chartered
Accountancy (CA) designation from India and England & Wales. Prior to
starting his businesses in the early 1990s, he was vice-president of
operations, planning and analysis for CIBC’s assurance venture. He moved
to Canada from England in 1987.

Someshwar’s generosity and zeal for fundraising has benefited scores of
institutions and individuals. Several hospitals, charities and the arts
community in GTA have been touched by his actions. In September 2010,
Someshwar along with fellow businessmen donated a Maple-Leaf Shaped
17-ton monument to the Canadian Armed Forces for their exemplary service



as global peacekeepers. The unveiling ceremony was attended by a number
of Canadian Armed Forces personnel as well as leaders including the then
Minister of Defence, Peter Mackay, Minister of Finance, the late Jim
Flaherty and the Leader of the Opposition, Michael Ignatieff.

A consummate social activist and strong voice on behalf of Indo Canadians
and India in Canada, he headed the Indo Canada Chamber of Commerce
during 1991-93. An eager participant in various policy forums, he advised
governments on both sides on the Canada India Civil Nuclear treaty. Known
for his frank and outspoken nature, Someshwar was among the first note the
challenges faced by potential immigrants and exhorted the federal and
provincial governments to put in a concerted effort on regularizing
immigrants’ professional qualifications and experience, making the process
of absorbing them into the Canadian system less arduous for the applicant
while positive for Canada.

He leaves behind his wife Shylee and son Karan and a legacy worthy of
emulating by younger Indo Canadians.
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HEADLINES

Study Confirms Tamil Nadu as the Home of Earliest
Iron Age

In a ground-breaking study, scientists now
have proof that the dawn of iron age first
arrived in India. Till now the earliest known
users of iron were said to be the Hittite
Empire in present day Turkey dating back to
1380 BC. Archaeological samples taken from



Sivagalai in Tamil Nadu and tested by the
latest dating techniques have now established
that iron was extensively used as early as
3345 BC, a thousand years earlier than
currently accepted. (Read more.)

Colonial Era Forced Wealth Transfer from India to
Britain In Trillions — Report

In a shocking report by the UK-based
Oxfam International, the authors
asserted that during the colonial era
(1765-1900), the UK’s richest ten
percent extracted over 33 trillion in
today’s dollars from India. The report,
titled ‘“Takers, not Makers’ and released
at the World Economic Forum in Davos
cited several studies and research
papers to claim that the modern
multinational corporation is a creation of colonialism. (Read more.)

Theme Song for Diaspora at Pravasi Bharatiya Divas

PMMC MODI ABBRESSEB

THE PRAVASI BHARATIYA DIVAS CONVENTION
IN ODISHA

India’s Prime Minister, Narendra Modi, inaugurated the 18th Pravasi
Bharatiya Divas convention, a biannual gathering of the global diaspora, in
Bhubaneswar, Odisha. Welcoming all the delegates and diaspora from
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various parts of the world, Modi expressed confidence that the inauguration
song would be played in the various Indian diaspora events, across the globe,
in future. He lauded the Grammy award winning artiste Ricky Kej and his
team for the wonderful rendition which captured the emotions and feelings
of the Indian diaspora. (Read more.)

A Special Once-In-144 Years Kumbh Mela Attracts
Hundreds of Millions

The Maha Kumbh Mela that is described as the world’s largest religious
congregations take place every twelve years at the confluence of three rivers
in Prayag Raj in the Indian state of UP. This year it is said to have the
potential to attract 400 million visitors. This year’s Kumbh Mela is special
because it aligns with celestial configurations that occur once in 144 years,
making it an extraordinary event for devotees and spiritual seekers. (Read

more.)

Koneru Humpy Crowned World Rapid Chess
Champion

Koneru Humpy, chess grandmaster
from India, became headline material
when she recently won the title of World
Rapid Chess Championship. In 2002,
Humpy became the youngest woman to
ever achieve the title of Grandmaster
aged 15 years, one month and 27 days.
2024 was a watershed year for Indian
chess with D. Gukesh becoming the youngest world chess champion and
now Humpy capturing the top spot in rapid chess. (Read more.)

India’s Auto Sector Surpasses Japan to Become
Third Largest
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India’s auto sector has set a scorching pace of
growth in recent years, surpassing Japan to
become the third largest behind China and the
US. A huge jobs generator some estimate that
the sector employs over 40 million people. Our
dream is to make Indian automobile industry the
No.1in the world, said India’s Minister of
Transportation, Nitin Gadkari recently. (Read

more.)

US to Sell Sensitive Helicopter Tech to India

r' M = "::2.; Just weeks before he stepped down,
President Joe Biden had authorized a
significant defence deal with India. The
US will now export sensitive MH-60R
Multi-Mission Helicopter Equipment and
related ones at the cost of USD 1.17
billion. In a release, the US Defense
Security Cooperation Agency,

noted: "This proposed sale will support the foreign policy and national
security objectives of the United States by helping to strengthen the United
States - India strategic relationship and improving the security of a major
defense partner which continues to be an important force for political
stability, peace, and economic progress in the Indo-Pacific and South Asia
regions." (Read more.)

India Advances to Next-gen Hypersonic Missile Tech

India’s DRDO achieved a milestone with the
successful ground test of an indigenous
scramjet combustor, advancing its next-gen
hypersonic missile technology program.
Hypersonic missiles are a class of advanced
weaponry that travel more than 5,400 km per
hour. These advanced weapons can bypass
existing air defence systems and deliver rapid and high-impact
strikes. (Read more.)

India’s University Students to Have Free Access to
Reputed Scientific Publications

In the great crush of hot news about US
elections and wars elsewhere, the world
media might have missed one of the most
consequential and definitely a world-first
action by India. Prime Minister Modi
recently launched a program named One
Nation One Subscription. Under this
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widely lauded program Indian university students, numbering 18 million,
will have free access to 13000 scientific publications across the world to help
advance their research and study. The program will cost US$715 over three
years. (Read more.)

Eight Young Indians in Top 30 Under 30 Al
Pioneers

8 INDIAN-ORIGINS M'AKE T
TO FORBES 30 UNDER 30

It is uplifting news for all Indians at home or abroad. The recent list of Forbe
Top 30 under 30, features eight young Indians tech geniuses who have
made breakthroughs in Artificial Intelligence startups. These incredibly
talented young entrepreneurs are expected to play a significant role in
expanding the power and influence of Al in the coming years.

No Extra Points for Job Offers Under LMIA for
Applicants

Canada has stopped giving extra points to PR
applicants who produce job offers under the Labour
Market Impact Assessment (LMIA). The move is
aimed at reducing fraud in the immigration process.
It is estimated that about 71,300 LMIAs were
approved by the government in the first quarter 2024.
(Read more.)

NASA-ISRO Joint Satellite Launch in March

The world’s most expensive earth observation
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satellite, named NISAR, jointly developed by
NASA and ISRO is expected to be launched
into orbit sometime in March 2025. The
satellite project was first sanctioned in 2014
as joint venture and is expected to cost nearly
a billion dollars. Observations from NISAR
will benefit humanity by helping researchers
across the world in better understanding earth surface changes and climate.
(Read more.)

Indian Agency Tasked with Probing Canadian
Colleges for Complicity in Human Trafficking

India’s elite investigation agency,
Enforcement Directorate, has been tasked
with the job of verifying if certain Canadian
colleges in collusion with Indian entities have
been complicit in facilitating human
trafficking of Indians to the US. In January
2022, a family of four from India had
succumbed to extreme cold while trying to cross into the US illegally. (Read
more.)
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Spotlight

Kundan Joshi, Member of CIF Board of Governors,
Leads Business Delegation to Washington




Canadian alliance aims to build economic bridges on Trump's big day
CBC Newsroom = Trump Inauguration #CBCNNLIVE

Kundan Joshi, a tech entrepreneur and a member of CIF Board of
Governors, led a business delegation to Washington during the inauguration
of President Donald Trump and met with several key functionaries to share

concerns over tariffs and to create a positive mutual understanding between
the US and Canada. He spoke to CBC News Network explaining the goals of
the mission. Click here to watch

CIF Urges Community Members to Donate Blood

Canada India Foundation continued its efforts to help create awareness in
the community to donate to the Canadian Blood Services. Blood is always a
critical element in healthcare with the power to save lives. CIF is
encouraging members of the Indo Canadian community to be proactive and
help in this crucial program.

Click here to join today
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We sincerely appreciate any comments, feedback and suggestions from our
readers and supporters. Please write to us at

info@canadaindiafoundation.com

Contact Us
Ritesh Malik Sunita Vyas Chetan Handa
Chair National Convener Co-convener

ritesh@riteshmalik.com sunita@aolmississauga.com chetanhnd @gmail.com

DO0ODNO

Canada India Foundation
2939 Portland Drive, Suite #300
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Disclaimer: This monthly e-newsletter is produced by the Canada India Foundation (CIF), a registered not-for-profit
organisation with an aim to provide meaningful communication between its own board of governors and with a larger
audience of policy makers and industry leaders. Views expressed by writers are their own and the CIF does not

necessarily agree with them. We do not claim to provide any advice on any subject. Similarly, we are not liable for any
misrepresentation or misleading claims made by an advertiser. Content provided in this newsletter is for general
information purposes only.
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