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Welcome from Canada India Foundation

On behalf of the Board of Directors, and entire Board of Governors of Canada India Foundation (CIF), we extend a 
very warm welcome to our distinguished guests, colleagues and friends to CIF’s 2014 Award Gala.

CIF was formed in 2007 as a non-profit, non-partisan organization with three main objectives:

1)	 Fostering support for ties between Canada and India
2)	 Raising the profile of the Indo-Canadian community, and
3)	 Increasing awareness of the changing face of India

Our members come primarily from two metropolitan areas, Toronto and Vancouver. Greater Toronto is home to 
probably the most diverse group of people in the world, and Indo-Canadians have been one of its most successful 
and respected communities, both in Bay Street and Brampton, not to mention Mississauga, Markham and Vaughan. 
A substantial portion of our membership is also based in Vancouver, British Columbia, home to the first immigrants 
from India to Canada, and where the Indo-Canadian community has lived and prospered for the past century. The 
poignant reminder of the Komagata Maru episode, now recalled through the issue of a stamp, is soon overtaken by 
today’s real images of a community totally immersed in mainstream life, participating in elections and influencing 
policies. 
  
Towards the development of public policy focused on Canada and India, CIF has organized thematic policy forums 
highlighting opportunities, challenges and joint strategies in specific sectors of importance to the two countries. 
CIF organized the Canada India Energy Forum in 2009, Mining and Metals Forum in 2010, both in Toronto, and 
Agriculture and Food Processing Forum in 2012 in Vancouver and Saskatoon. At the time of the Gala, we would have 
just concluded Canada India Infrastructure Forum in Ottawa and Toronto.

We are most proud of instituting the CIF Chanchlani Global Indian Award, with the purpose of highlighting the 
success of the global community of Indian origin, and recognition of one special individual whose accomplishments 
make all members of this community proud by association. We are honoured tonight, in having among us, Mr. 
Narayana Murthy, an icon and a role model to all, and we congratulate him on being the 5th recipient of the CIF 
Chanchlani Global Indian Award. We also extend our gratitude to our Chief Guest, Canada’s Minister of Finance, 
Hon. Joe Oliver and our Guest of Honour, High Commissioner of India, His Excellency Nirmal Verma, as well as 
other ministers and parliamentarians for joining us on this special occasion. 

We hope all of you have a wonderful evening reconnecting with old friends and collectively honouring Mr. Narayana 
Murthy.

V.I. Lakshmanan		  Terry Papneja			   Laj Prasher
Chair					     Gala Chair				    National Convenor
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    I am pleased to extend my warmest greetings to everyone 
attending the CIF Award Gala 2014. 
 
    Canada is home to a large and dynamic Indo‐Canadian community 
that has long been an important contributor to our nation’s prosperity and 
cultural diversity. This annual event offers a chance to celebrate the 
accomplishments of Indian innovators and entrepreneurs from around the world. 
I offer my sincere congratulations to this year’s recipient, Mr. N. R. Narayana 
Murthy, Founder and Executive Chairman of Infosys, for his remarkable vision 
and leadership. 
 
    I would also like to commend the organizers, the staff and members 
of the Canada India Foundation, for recognizing the achievements of Indians and 
Indo‐Canadians and for sharing their success stories with the wider community. 
 
    On behalf of the Government of Canada, I wish you a memorable 
celebration.
 

           
          The Rt. Hon. Stephen Harper, P.C., M.P. 
 
OTTAWA 
2014
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Premier of Ontario - Première ministre de l’Ontario 

April 26, 2014 

A PERSONAL MESSAGE FROM THE PREMIER

On behalf of the Government of Ontario, I am delighted to welcome 
everyone to the CIF Award Gala. It is an honour to join you in 
celebrating the accomplishments of the global Indian community and 
of Indo Canadians.  

In every part of the world and in every field of endeavour, people from 
India and those of Indian descent have made their mark. Here in 
Ontario, Indo Canadians have distinguished themselves — in business, 
in the professions, in the arts, in academe, and in every sphere of our 
province’s life. 

As Premier, I believe in a province built on the values of diversity, 
fairness, collaboration and creativity. I wish to take this opportunity to 
tell Indo Canadians that I am grateful for your community’s 
contributions to building this society. Your presence here has enriched 
our culture, energized our economy and strengthened our links with 
India and the global Indian community.  

I wish to commend Canada India Foundation for hosting this gala and 
for its commitment to strengthening Canada-India relations.  

I want to congratulate N.R. Narayana Murthy on receiving this year’s 
CIF Chanchlani Global Indian Award. Know that your achievements are 
a source of pride and inspiration to the global Indian community.   

To everyone here, I offer my sincere best wishes for a memorable 
evening and much ongoing success. 

Kathleen Wynne 
Premier
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Dr. V.I. “Lucky” Lakshmanan
Chair

Laj Prasher
National Convenor

Dr. Terry Papneja
GALA Chair

Since its formation in 2007, Canada India Foundation (CIF) has taken a leadership role in fostering support for stronger bilateral relations 
between Canada and India, greater engagement of the Indo-Canadian community in formulating Canadian public policy and increasing the 
awareness of Canadians of the changing face of India.

CIF has pursued these objectives through the following broad initiatives:

1.	 Through active participation in the public policy debate and active engagement with parliamentarians, CIF positions the need  for a 		
strategic partnership between Canada and India as critical to Canada’s future
2.	 CIF works towards raising the profile of the Indo-Canadian community by facilitating:
	 - participation by qualified members of the community in policy-making and the legislative process
	 - engagement with legislators at the federal and provincial levels in the spheres of immigration, professional accreditation and national 
security
	 - increased representation of the community within crown agencies, government boards and judicial and quasi-judicial tribunals
3.	 CIF takes an active role in increasing the awareness of Canadians about the changing face of India, and the promotion of Canada’s interests 
in 	India. It seeks to do this by , among other initiatives:
	 - the organization of policy forums highlighting specific sectors of collaboration between the two countries, and recommending policy 
imperatives
	 - Participation in and support of initiatives aimed at greater interaction between the two countries, at multiple levels, i.e;
	   Federal  |  Provincial  |  Municipal  |  Academic  |  Private Sector 

A sampling of the many activities that CIF has been involved in as part of the above initiatives is given below:
	 - Periodic meetings with Canada India Interparliamentary Friendship Group
	 - Meetings with representatives of political parties at both federal and provincial level
	 - Organization of the Canada India Energy Forum 2009,  Mining and Metals Forum 2010, Agriculture and Food Processing Forum 2012 
and the  current, Infrastructure Forum in 2014
	 - Conducting a think tank workshop to discuss and short list areas of importance for academic research in the Canada-India corridor
	 - Support to the federal Justice for Victims of Terrorism Act, which passed in March 2012
	 - Presentation of a case for greater engagement with India, through deposition in front of the Senate and House of Commons Sub-
committees formed to review engagement with emerging economies 

At CIF, we are all about celebrating our adopted land, Canada, and its people, while highlighting the need and opportunities for engaging 
with the land of our origin and ethnic identity, India.

About CIF
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Dr. Atul Tolia
Secretary to the Board

Sachin Mahajan 
Regional Convenor - East

Vasdev (Vasu) Chanchlani
Member of the Board

Jatinder (Jay) Minhas 
Co-Chair

Barj S. Dhahan 
Immediate Past-Chair

Marc Kealey 
Charter Member

Rahul Shastri 
Immediate Past-National Convenor

Ravi Subramanian 
Charter Member

Ram Gopal 
Charter Member

Mahendra Naik 
Charter Member

Ananth Seshan 
Charter Member

Kalyan Sundaram 
Executive Director

Rakesh Gupta 
Charter member

Mukund Purohit 
Charter Member

Anil Shah 
Charter Member

Manoj Pundit 
Charter Member

Sudhir Handa 
Charter Member

Deepak Ruparell 
Member of the Board

Ajit Someshwar 
Former National Convenor

Rajinder Minhas-Bal
Charter Member

Bhim Asdhir
Charter Member

Surjit Babra
Former Chair

Ramesh Chotai
Former Chair

Anita Dalakoti
Member of the Board

Pankaj Dave
Member of the Board
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Canada India Foundation recognizes the Global Indian’s journey that is a principal catalyst in the 
transformation of India into a global economy today. From the outset, CIF’s founding Members 
believed that an award must be created that recognizes this Global Indian journey, by honouring one 
individual every year, who symbolizes the successes of the journey through his or her own individual 
successes that inspire and make proud other members of the global Indian diaspora. Such an award 
would be unique in a number of ways: 

- It would be the first such award for the Indian diaspora originating outside India, that is global 
in its scope, with Canada taking the honours in being the first nation to conceive of the award. 

- It would recognize personal and professional success of the potential award recipient, but also 
look for an extension of that success through philanthropy. 

- The award would be more than symbolic, with a cash contribution of $50,000, that would be 
presented to a charity of the award recipient’s choice 

The vision for the award became a reality, when Vasu Chanchlani, Member of CIF Board of Governors, 
committed to a total contribution of $1 million over 10 years towards an endowment for the award. 
This commitment was complemented by commitments of sponsorship from several more members 
of the CIF Board of Governors to pay for the initial years of the award, until the endowment amount 
became self sustaining. Thus the Canada India Foundation Chanchlani Global Indian Award was born. 

In keeping with the uniqueness and prestige that would define the award, an attractive trophy was 
commissioned through Bennett Galleries of California. The trophy, with its golden metallic curvilinear 
design, cradling a globe in the centre, and resting on a contrasting dark rectangular base engraved 
with  the name of the award and its recipient is an exquisite symbol of the Global Indian journey.  

This year, Canada India Foundation is proud to present the Award and the trophy for the fifth time. 

ABOUT THE AWARD AND THE TROPHY
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Past Recipients of 
CIF Chanchlani Global Indian Award

Mr. Sam Pitroda
Chairman 

National Knowledge Commission
Government of India

Mr. Ratan N. Tata
Chairman 
Tata Group

Mr. Tulsi Tanti
President and CEO 

National Knowledge Commission
Government of India

Mr. Deepak Chopra
Author
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Principal Sponsor
Vasu Chanchlani

Co-Sponsors
Bhim Asdhir  |  Surjit Babra  |  Ramesh Chotai

Ranvir Dogra  |  Rakesh Gupta  |  Kashif Khan

V.I. Lakshmanan  |  Deepak Ruparell  |  Ravi Subramanian

AWARD SPONSORS



13CIF AWARD GALA - 2014

2014 CIF Chanchlani Global Indian  
Award Recipient

N.R. NARAYANA MURTHY is the fifth recipient of the CIF Chanchlani Global Indian Award. Narayana 
Murthy is the co-founder, and currently Executive Chairman of Infosys. Mr. Murthy co-founded Infosys in 
1981 with six other software professionals, with an initial investment of $250, at a time when the middle 
class dream still was to rise high in someone else’s enterprise. From these modest beginnings, he guided the 
company to become a multinational corporation and leader of India’s IT revolution, serving as it CEO from 
1981 to 2002 and as Chairman from 2002 to 2011, guiding. In 2011 he stepped down and became Chairman 
Emeritus. He was named Executive Chairman of the Board in 2013. Mr. Murthy is the recipient of the Padma 
Vibhushan, India’s second highest civilian award. He has been described as the Father of India’s IT sector by 
Time Magazine due to his contribution to outsourcing in India. He has also been listed among the 12 greatest 
entrepreneurs of our time by Fortune magazine. Mr. Murthy is the recipient of numerous awards and honours. 
Some of them are Commander of the Order of the British Empire (CBE) from the Government of United 
Kingdom, Office of the Legion of Honour from the Government of France and The Hoover Medal from the 
American Society of Mechanical Engineers. He was also named among the 25 Greatest Global Indian Living 
Legends by the Indian television network, NDTV. He had the privilege of co-chairing the World Economic 
Forum at Davos in 2005.

Mr. Murthy’s philosophy can be summarized as “Simple Living, High Thinking”. He is also a person who 
cares deeply about India and is the author of a book “A Better India, A Better World”. Mr. Murthy’s constant 
companion through his years at Infosys and also in various philanthropic initiatives, has been his wife, Sudha 
Murthy, who currently heads Infosys Foundation. 

Narayana Murthy is a great role model for all business and technology leaders. More importantly he is living 
proof that values do not have to be sacrificed for success. Canada India Foundation feels proud to name him 
the 5th recipient of the CIF Chanchlani Global Indian Award.

MR. N.R. NARAYANA MURTHY
(Founder and Executive Chairman, Infosys)
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The Honourable Joe Oliver is Canada’s Minister of Finance. He was elected to the House of  Commons for 
the first time in May 2011. Before his appointment as Minister of Finance in March 2014, he served in the 
Canadian Cabinet as Minister of Natural Resources. Prior to his election to Parliament, Mr. Oliver had a 
career in the investment banking industry. He began his investment banking career at Merrill Lynch, and 
served in senior positions at other investment dealers and as Executive Director of the Ontario Securities 
Commission. 

He was then appointed President and Chief Executive Officer of the Investment Dealers Association of 
Canada. He also played a prominent role as Chair of the Advisory Committee of the International Council 
of Securities Associations and as Chair of the Consultative Committee of the International Organization 
of Securities Commissions. A graduate of the Directors Education Program at the Rotman School of 
Management, he was a member of the Canadian Institute of Chartered Business Valuators and sat on the 
board of the Canadian Securities Institute Research Foundation. 

Mr. Oliver is an active member of his community and volunteered for various charities in Canada. He served 
as Chair of the Prostate Cancer Research Foundation of Canada for four years, and as a member of the Board 
of Mount Sinai Hospital. Mr. Oliver obtained both his Bachelor of Arts and Bachelor of Civil Law at McGill 
University. He was called to the Quebec Bar and later graduated with an MBA from the Harvard Graduate 
School of Business. 

Canada India Foundation is privileged to have the Honourable Joe Oliver as its Chief Guest at the CIF 
Award Gala. 

HON. JOE OLIVER
ABOUT OUR CHIEF GUEST

The Honourable Joe Oliver PC, MP 
Minister of Finance Government of Canada
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His Excellency Admiral (Retd) Verma took on his role as India’s High Commissioner in Canada in 2012. 

Admiral (Retd) Nirmal Verma was commissioned into the Indian Navy in 1970.  The Admiral assumed charge 
as the 20th Chief of the Naval Staff on 31 Aug 12 and retired from service on completion of a distinguished 
career spanning over four decades. An alumnus of the National Defence Academy at Khadakwasla, the Admiral’s 
four decades of service afforded him immense experience in command, staff and training assignments afloat as 
well as ashore.  He had the privilege of commanding three ships during his naval career, including the coveted 
command of an aircraft carrier. 

Admiral Verma’s career has provided him vast amalgamated experience at the national as well as international 
level.  Early in his career, he had the unique and exceptional experience of having been part of the naval crew 
that commissioned India’s first Kashin class destroyer in the erstwhile Soviet Union. Admiral Verma attended 
mid and senior level professional courses at the Royal Naval Staff College, Greenwich, UK and the Naval 
Command Course at the Naval War College, Newport, Rhode Island, USA respectively.  The Admiral is a post 
graduate in Defence Studies from the Chennai University.

In his assignments as a senior flag officer, the Admiral has steered development of maritime capability, 
formulation of induction policy, guided the HRD programme of the Indian Navy, and structured the framework 
of transformation of the Navy’s Combat capability and infrastructure development.

Admiral Nirmal Verma is a recipient of Param Vishisht Seva Medal and Ati Vishisht Seva Medal, awarded to 
him by the Government of India for his meritorious service. He is married to Madhulika and they have two 
sons.  Hemant and Anant pursue their interests in the creative and business fields respectively.

Canada India Foundation is privileged to have His Excellency Nirmal Verma as its Guest of Honour at the CIF 
Award Gala.

HIS EXCELLENCY 
NIRMAL VERMA

ABOUT OUR GUEST OF HONOUR

His Excellency Admiral (Retd) Nirmal Verma
High Commissioner of India in Canada
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SPONSORS & SUPPORTERS

MUKUND PUROHIT

Corporate Table sponsors

thanks its premier sponsors

ICICI

Sun Life Global Investments

Infosys

Excel Funds

Tim Hortons

Sheridan College

Papneja Dentistry

Silver Hotels

Manas International

Surjit Babra

Process Research ORTECH

Sandhurst Group

Elegant Development

Kealey and Associates

Dr. Atul Tolia

Kagan Shastri LLP

Bromed Pharmaceuticals

ICCC

Joshi Law Office
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Putting New India and 
Information Technology on 
the world stage

Excel Funds has the largest and longest running 

India fund in Canada, the Excel India Fund.

We offer the most comprehensive 

suite of Emerging Market funds.

 
Excel India Fund
Excel Blue Chip Equity FundExcel Blue Chip Equity Fund
Excel Blue Chip Balanced Fund
Excel High Income Fund
Excel Emerging Markets Fund
Excel China Fund
Excel Chindia Fund
Excel Emerging Europe Fund
Excel Latin America FundExcel Latin America Fund
Excel BRIC Fund
Excel Money Market Fund
Excel Latin America Bond Fund
Excel Latin America Bond Fund II

Excel Funds is proud to sponsor the 

CIF Chanchlani Global Indian Award.

Congratulations to this year’s    recipient,

Mr. N.R. Narayana Murthy
Executive Chairman, Infosys

The information contained in this brochure is for informational and illustrative purposes only and is not intended to provide specific financial, investment, or 
other advice to you, and should not be acted or relied upon in that regard without seeking the  advice of a professional. Particular investments or trading 
strategies should be evaluated relative to each individual. 

excelfunds.com

Putting New India and 
Information Technology on 
the world stage

Excel Funds has the largest and longest running 

India fund in Canada, the Excel India Fund.

We offer the most comprehensive 

suite of Emerging Market funds.

 
Excel India Fund
Excel Blue Chip Equity FundExcel Blue Chip Equity Fund
Excel Blue Chip Balanced Fund
Excel High Income Fund
Excel Emerging Markets Fund
Excel China Fund
Excel Chindia Fund
Excel Emerging Europe Fund
Excel Latin America FundExcel Latin America Fund
Excel BRIC Fund
Excel Money Market Fund
Excel Latin America Bond Fund
Excel Latin America Bond Fund II

Excel Funds is proud to sponsor the 

CIF Chanchlani Global Indian Award.

Congratulations to this year’s    recipient,

Mr. N.R. Narayana Murthy
Executive Chairman, Infosys

The information contained in this brochure is for informational and illustrative purposes only and is not intended to provide specific financial, investment, or 
other advice to you, and should not be acted or relied upon in that regard without seeking the  advice of a professional. Particular investments or trading 
strategies should be evaluated relative to each individual. 

excelfunds.com
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www.silverhotelgroup.com

Proud Supporter of the  
Canada India Foundation

From the Vibrant Energy of Toronto  
to the Picturesque Beauty of Vancouver,  

the European Charm of Montreal to  
the Festival City of Edmonton… 

Silver Hotel Group offers everything  
you need in a hotel in the major  

destinations across Canada. 



Chanchlani Foundation
conveys best wishes to

N.R. Narayana Murthy
2014 CIF Chanchlani Global Indian Award recipient

Thank you
for your support and contribution to Foundation’s initiatives

Chanchlani India Policy Centre, University of Waterloo
Chanchlani Research Centre, McMaster University

Centre for South Asian Engagement, University of Toronto
CIF Chanchlani Global Indian Award

CNIB Chanchlani Global Vision Research Award
Chanchlani Global Health Research Award

Canadian Fallen Soldiers Foundation



With Best wishes from

With Best wishes from

2601 Matheson Boulevard E. Suite 42
Mississauga, ON L4W 5A8

(905) 268-0960

5G Technologies Limited: 5 Alpenglow Pt, Ottawa, ON, K2G 6W8.  
Tel: +1 613 216 9792   Email: info@fifthgentech.com 

Redefining Success



Implant and Permanent Teeth in a Day
Better looking teeth or missing teeth, we provide you with 
beautiful, long-lasting, natural-looking teeth on implants that 
will make you smile. Denture gives you only 20% chewing 
capacity compared to natural teeth, Implant supported teeth 
give you 90% chewing capacity.

Dental Implants: $1000 Only. 
Includes the surgical component. Prosthetic or bone grafting 
procedures not included with surgeries. 

Call us for your FREE, NO OBLIGATION consultation.

Find out what a difference a day makes! 
Enjoy the benefits right away.

T 905.452.7111
www.axisdental.ca

14 Lisa St • Brampton • ON • L6T 4W2Celebrating Over 25 Years Of Prompt, Friendly, Personalized Dental Care

DR. TERRY PAPNEJA & ASSOCIATES
DENTISTS & SPECIALISTS
Sleep Dentistry • Dental Implants • Cosmetic Dentistry • Family Dentistry • Orthodontist • Periodontist

Sandhurst Group is a diversified enterprise 
focused on convenience centers, food services, 

real estate, organic farming, and 
      waste-to-clean energy technologies.

We are the largest Esso dealer in British Columbia 
and one of the largest Tim Hortons franchisees with 

multiple locations throughout Metro Vancouver.

Sandhurst Group supports community development 
projects in Canada and India.

Sanhurst Ad 8.5 x 5.5 rev1



38 Bayfield Drive, Richmond Hill, ON L4S 2M5
Tel: 416-708-2537 Email: imagebuilderz@gmail.com

www. imagebuilderz.com

Thanks to Our  Media Partners

India JournalIndia Journal
23rd

YEAR  of   PUBLICATION

Oldest & Largest South Asian English Weekly in GTA 



Elegant Development

With Best wishes from

With Best wishes from

#110 – 13571 Commerce Parkway, Richmond, BC V6V 2R2 Canada

Office: 604.277.3338 | Fax: 604.277.3033
Email: info@elegantdevelopment.com



24 CIF AWARD GALA - 2014

Canada India Foundation would like to acknowledge the contributions of the 
following in making the CIF Award Gala a success:

Shane Fine (Phase 3 Productions)
for all the audio visual arrangements

shane@phase3productions.com)
(416) 650-9700 x222

Paras Mehta (Paras Events)
for the wow factor in the décor

paras@parasevents.ca
(905) 450-0090 x223

Uday Modi (FifthFebDesign)
Always ready to respond, day and night, 

for all design and printing needs
designs@fifthfeb.com

(416) 875-2949

Sampradaya Dance Creations
for keeping the audience enthralled 

Lata Pada - Artistic Director

info@sampradaya.ca
(905) 607-8434

Nimmi Papneja
for being an assured organizing presence

Tina Aprile, Meeting and Event Manager, Westin Harbour Castle
tina.aprile@westin.com

(416) 361-7492

and the staff at Westin Harbour Castle


